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There are many topics related to the health of seniors and the general public this upcoming 2017 

provincial election. The British Columbia Psychogeriatric Association has created a series of informational 

documents to help you ask your electoral candidates well-informed questions. See the other adjacent 

documents, ranging in topic areas, on our website.   

 

Medical Expenses: not covered by MSP 

Background Information 
While seniors in British Columbia have MSP coverage for many of their medical expenses, there are a 

range of health care services and equipment that are not covered by MSP or are only partially covered. 

These expenses place serious financial strain on low-income seniors who are often forced to choose 

between paying for medical devices (or prescription medications) and other essential items like food, 

and shelter.  

Currently MSP does not cover medical equipment (like walkers and wheelchairs) or assistive devices (like 

hearing aids, dentures, or sleep apnea machines). Medical service providers like physiotherapists, 

occupational therapists, and counselors are not covered outside of a hospital setting. Prescription 

medications are only partially covered by Pharmacare and this coverage is limited to specific drugs 

included in the program.  

Seniors are some of BC’s most vulnerable and medically fragile residents. Currently over 50,000 BC 

seniors live on $20,000 per year or less. Uninsured medical devices (like dentures frequently cost 2-3 

times a senior’s monthly income making it impossible to purchase these devices. Lower cost items (e.g. 

prescription drugs, mobility, aids, and physiotherapy) may still be unreachable for seniors who are 

forced to spend their entire monthly income on necessities like food and rent. 

Denying these important aspects of health care to low income seniors can have a dire impact on their 

physical and mental health as well as their quality of life. For example, seniors who cannot afford 

hearing aids often become isolated and lose contact with valuable social supports due to their impaired 

ability to communicate with others. This puts them at increased risk for depression and other mental 

health conditions already prevalent in the older adult population. For individuNooals who already have 

mental health conditions and cannot afford the medication or counselling needed to treat those 

conditions, the consequences are even greater.  
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Recommendations 
• Acknowledge the essential nature of medical devices, services, and medications for the physical 

and mental health of BC seniors.  

• Commit to ensuring that every senior in BC has access to medical devices and care regardless of 

their annual income.  

• Explore options for providing these expanded medical services including a review of medical 

services plans in other jurisdictions.  

Questions 
If you are elected in 2017:   

• How would you address the needs of seniors who cannot afford medical costs not covered by 

MSP or PharmaCare?  

• Would you ensure that all seniors in BC have equal access to medical care items that are 

currently uninsured like hearing aids, dentures, wheelchairs, physiotherapy, and counselling? 
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